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New ASU coach Edwards: 
‘This is the right situation’ 
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Trump moves to downsize protected lands 


DCS says 
it will end 
outside 
oversight 


Citizen-led groups to be 
replaced by agency effort 


Mary Jo Pitzl 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


= The state’s child-welfare agency is 
— disbanding citizen panels intended to 
bring an outside view on its work and 
is moving the effort in-house. 

Critics, surprised by the Nov. 21 no- 
tification from Department of Child 
Safety Director Greg McKay, say they 
fear the move will further insulate DCS 
from outside oversight on its opera- 
tions. 

The agency casts the change as a 
streamlining move, and national ex- 
perts say that it’s not unusual to have 
the federally mandated citizen review 
panels be run by the child-welfare 
agency they were created to advise. 

The important thing is to maintain 
independence, said Blake Jones, a 
University of Kentucky social-work 
professor who has taken on the infor- 
mal role of tracking the work of these 
panels nationwide. 

“At their core, these panels need to 
have some level of autonomy from the 
agency,’ Jones said. He coordinated 


ee ey ao the state of Kentucky’s panel for 15 


years as an outside adviser. 

The panels were created in 1996 by 
Congress when lawmakers amended 
the federal Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act. Each state is re- 
quired to have three volunteer citizen 
panels, meeting four times a year, with 
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President Donald Trump signed an exec- 
utive order Monday cutting millions of acres 
out of Utah’s two largest national monu- 
ments and attempting to settle scores on 
more than 20 years’ worth of battles over how 
to protect the state’s vast public lands. 

The order, signed after a brief speech from 
Salt Lake City, cuts 2 million acres from the 
Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante 
monuments, splitting them into five smaller 
pieces and fulfilling a promise made to the 
state’s all-Republican congressional delega- 
tion to overturn monument designations 
made by Democratic Presidents Bill Clinton 


and Barack Obama. 

“Past administrations have severely 
abused the purpose, spirit and intent of a 
century-old act known as the Antiquities 
Act,” Trump said, echoing the long-made 
sentiments of Utahns like U.S. Sen. Orrin 
Hatch, who took credit for urging Trump to 
take another look at monuments in the state. 

The new order invited a flurry of criticism 
and legal threats, with a diverse set of oppo- 
nents that included conservationists, tribal 
leaders, outdoor enthusiasts and others say- 
ing they planned to sue over the decision. 

Outside the Capitol, crowds of protesters 
had gathered ahead of the announcement, 
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‘Gay wedding cake’ case may echo in Arizona cities 


Jessica Boehm 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The U.S. Supreme Court Tuesday will 
hear arguments in a dispute between a 
same-sex couple and a Colorado cake 
designer who refused to serve them. 

But the court’s decision may impact 
more than wedding cake in Colorado. It 
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could redefine the line between free 
speech and discrimination nationwide. 

The Masterpiece Cakeshop lawsuit 
centers on a Colorado law that prohibits 
discrimination based on sexual orienta- 
tion, which is similar to anti-discrimi- 
nation ordinances enacted by cities 
around the country — including Phoe- 
nix and other Arizona cities such as 
Tempe, Flagstaff and Tucson. 


Arizona does not have a statewide 
law. 

The shop’s owner believes design- 
ing a cake for a gay couple equates to 
him endorsing their vows, something 
he said his religious beliefs do not per- 
mit him to do. The Colorado law there- 
fore violates his freedom of expression 
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Settlement concludes 


Phoenix Suns guard Devin Booker (1) drives past 
76ers center Joel Embiid in NBA action Monday night 
in Philadelphia. Booker scored 46 points in the Suns’ 
115-101 victory. BILL STREICHER/USA TODAY NETWORK 


‘dark money’ lawsuit 


A Prescott mayoral candidate who sued Phoenix 
political consultant Max Fose and his “dark money” 
campaign against her receives a financial settle- 
ment of an undisclosed amount from Fose’s insurer 
to end a defamation suit. The undisclosed payout 
to Mary Beth Hrin comes four months after Fose’s 
attorney had described the lawsuit as frivolous. 3A 


Restaurant will return 


The Larder + The Delta will return to downtown 
Phoenix in a storefront space in Portland on the 
Park, on Portland Street west of Central Avenue. 6A 


Weather 


High 72° XLow 52° 
Partly sunny. 2A 
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the mission of reviewing compliance 
with child-protection policies. 


See DCS, Page 5A 


Disqualified 
buyers acquire 
over 4,000 guns 


Just weeks after the U.S. attorney 
general ordered a sweeping review of 
vetting procedures linked to the na- 
tion’s background check system for 
firearms, a USA TODAY review finds 
the FBI requested more than 4,000 re- 
trievals of guns from prohibited buyers 
last year — the most in 10 years. 

There’s a three-day waiting period 
for gun purchases, but if a background 
check isn’t finished within 72 hours, 
the sale may proceed. If federal agents 
later find the purchase should have 
been blocked, the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives is 
asked to seize the weapons. Agents are 
put in harm’s way any time they must 
take action on such a failure. 1B 
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